The Lord is Closc to the Brokcn~hcartcd : | wo Fromiscs from 60d

ln Fsa]m 54 David exhorts the reader to fear the Lorcl. That fearis not the
destructive fear associated with abusive expcricnccs; rather it is the fear that
sets you free. ]t is the recognition that (God is indeed who f“le says he is and
that we stand before f“]im justly condemned and yet this is the wonderful
Promisc: [e saves those who are ‘crushed in sPirit’, those who cry out to
Jesus to set them free from this condemnation: “..no one will be condemned
who takes rmcuge in him’. |n verse 18, the truth of the gospel is therefore
revealed. We need Ol‘!]\lj cry out and [Je will hear us and save us as we are
‘crushed in sPirit’; recognising, that is, our dependencg upon (5od for mercy.
Ancl t!ﬁen, once saved, the same verse 18 becomes ever more glorious. ]:or
the broken hearted be]iever, he is close. [ e is ‘attentive to their cry’ and the
delivers them from all their troubles’. For the unbeliever reading this, (God is
making you a Promise: come to him with a contrite heart, trusting in C}‘nrist’s
actions in historg, and you will be saved. Fer}‘:aps abuse has broken you
menta”g, even Phgsica”g and there seems no way forward. Take this Promise
to (God in prayer. [e does not lie. | et him set you free and then hold on to
the Promisc for the believer: that he is close, [ e is attentive to your cries.

You are not alone.



